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The Iranian Revolution
Shah Reza Pahlavi ruled Iran until 1979. Shah is a Persian word that means king.  Iran is an oil-rich nation.  The Shah used his oil wealth to modernize his nation as Ataturk had done in Turkey.   He allowed women to vote and hold jobs, built big cities, and created a more secular or non-religious society. 

The Shah was very unpopular with many Iranians.  Iran is a very traditional Muslim nation, and many of the Iranian people were displeased with the changes the Shah imposed upon them.  Many people close to the Shah were corrupt. Anyone who disagreed with the Shah was forced to leave the nation or face SAVAK, the Shah's brutal secret police.   In 1971, the Shah held a three-day celebration that is believed to have cost over $50 million.  The Shah hosted leaders and celebrities from around the world as parts of his nation was struggling with poverty and drought.


In January 1979, religious leaders gained control of Iran in a revolution and forced the Shah to flee.  Iran became an Islamic republic.   Boys and girls were no longer allowed to attend classes together.  Alcohol and western music were forbidden.  Men could not wear T-shirts, short sleeved shirts, or neckties.  Women and girls had to wear long, dark garments that covered their hair and body.  Religious police severely punished anyone suspected of opposing the revolution.

America supported the Shah, and the leaders of Iran’s revolution denounced the United States as the “Great Satan.” Shortly after the United States allowed the Shah to come to New York City for cancer treatment, Iranian students stormed the American embassy and held 52 Americans hostage for more than a year. Iran has also supports the violent Hezbollah, a group that has called for the destruction of Israel.

Fill in the Blanks

Iran became an I__l__m__c republic in 1979 after their k_______, known as the S______, was forced out of power.  The leaders of the revolution reversed many of the Shah’s *m__d__r__i__a__i__ns.  Boys and girls were no longer a__l__w__d to a__________ school together, and many w__s__e__n influences were f__r__i__d__n.

The United States and many other *w__s__e__n nations have uneasy relationships with Iran.  Iranian s__u__e__ts too 52 Americans h____________ shortly after the Iranian *R__v__l__t__on to protest the decision by American President Jimmy Carter to allow the S______ to come to N____ Y_______ for c__________ treatment.  

Answer in Complete Sentences
*1.  Why was the Shah of Iran unpopular with many Iranian people?

	

	

	


2.  Why were the leaders of the Iranian Revolution angry with the United States?

	

	

	








*A higher order learning question.  Any reasonable answer will be accepted.
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